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COMPANY VB FIFTERNTH INF fﬂﬂr
A. PLEOEE UEEES U, 8, ARMY

COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE RENDERED

I an ELMER O BRAWLEY, 37402205, Infantry, Acting Platoon
Sergeant, Company "BM, Fiftesnth Infantry, in which capaclity I
wea present as rnd an eyvewltness to the following action:

ﬂl:r"l':nan_r SN on 26 January 19845 was south of the B0OIS IE
RIEDWIIR near HOLTZWINR, FRANCE. At about 1400 hours in the ofter—
noon we came under a heswy concentration of artillery fire for
about ten minutes. When this artillery fire was lifted, six Ger-
man Mark VI tanks cams uut of the woods some 400 yerds fo our front,
charging tnwarﬁfua as they fired thelr B8mm guns,

Second Li.auten.s:n'b AUDIE L, MURPHY, -0-1692509, our Company
Commander, ordered us to withdraw to pr eviously prEuareﬁ posltions
200 yards wlthin“ths woods. As we wilthdrew across the snow-covered
ground, hundrzds of enemy in+anuryﬂen poured out of the woods,
flring autonatlc weapons as uﬂﬂj cama.

Lic:u‘ﬁcna.n'é MURPHY atayed on at his CP under a pine tree on
the edge of the woods and dlrected artiilery fire by tﬁlaph-:ma
upon the advancing tanke and infantrymen. BExcept for z tank des-
wroyer L0 yaxls to hls rdsht reer and a forward observer, Lieuten-
ant MURPHY: wap out thore alone.

Qur ar tlllery shells landed squarely in the mldet of the ad-
veneing KHAUTS, k111ing at least 50 of them: but as the dead Germane
Tally ut‘lsra streaned out of the woods to take their: place,

aﬁanwniLc, the enemy tanks contlnued to ‘1ru. A direct Wt
Enockad out our tank destroyer and 1t Degan to pouwr ouf smoke. The
tank destrover men withdrew to the main eloments of Company "BH,
Tollowsd by the forward' ocbserver, who, I learned, was ordered by
Lisutenant IURAPHY fto set up an OP 1n the company area.

-
Ligutensnt NURPHY, however, continued to remgin at hie 0P,
directling artlilery by telephone. Tha eneny Mark VI tanks crashad
throuzh on both our flanks, Tiring persistently at the Lieutenant
and shattering branches of tha trm&s at hig gide with ghell fraec-
ments. In a storm of machine [;1.111 fire Ifrom the tanka, ha coolly

wWent on telephoning f;re orderg

The hostlle tonke charged by Lleutenant HURPHY!s CP, coming
within 50 ysrds ns they passed and firling at him: but Eﬂﬂﬂ“Eﬂblf
they wanted to aovold the burning tank ﬁeatrﬂyﬂr and so dlén't come
any closer,

COMSIDERED BY THE DECORATIONS BOARD
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